February may be the shortest month, but it clearly didn't get the
memo to slow down. Between cozy vibes, big energy events, and just
enough winter chill to justify extra snacks, this month shows up fully
booked and slightly dramatic. Whether you're craving creativity,
comfort food, live music, or something that roars (literally), February
is here to prove that hibernation is optional. So grab your
calendar—this is the month where “just one plan” turns into many.

Februa ry

Trash just got a glow-up! Artwork from the ACUAs 11th
Annual Recycled Art Contest—think cardboard octopuses,
bottle-cap creatures, and paper wonders—will be hanging out
at the Noyes Arts Garage in Atlantic City from January 8 to
February 26, 2026. Created by Atlantic County residents
(with kids absolutely stealing the show), these pieces turn
everyday waste into seriously creative conversation starters.
Swing by, get inspired, and see how recycling can be clever,
colorful, and downright cool.

Hockey fans, lace up your excitement—the New Jersey Devils are
lighting up the ice at Prudential Center this month! Catch them
face o against the Columbus Blue Jackets on February 3, the
New York Islanders on February 5, and the Bualo Sabres on
February 25—all starting at 7 p.m. If loud cheers, fast skates, and
pure NHL energy sound like your kind of night, you know what to
do. Check the Prudential Center website for tickets and get ready
to shout “Let’'s go Devils!”

Cold weather, hot plates—that's the vibe in Newark's
Ironbound District. Dig into bold Portuguese, Brazilian, and
Spanish avors at local legends like Fornos of Spain, Seabra’s
Marisqueira, and Fernandes Steak House. Psst...this delicious
lineup makes an excellent Valentine’s Day plan (or a random
Tuesday—you deserve it). Pair dinner with a show at New
Jersey Performing Arts Center, and boom—Newark just
became your go-to dinner-and-a-show destination.

Get ready to sip, snack, and sway—Ilive music is owing just as
freely as the wine at Sharrott Winery! Their Live Music Series
keeps the good vibes rolling with Carlos Morales Bnursday
(02/12, 6-9 PM), Je Twardzik on Friday (02/13, 6-9 PM), plus
Sunday tunes from Greg Jones (10 AM-1 PM) and Mike Cono
(2-5 PM). Pair the music with a wine ight, a favorite bottle,
and something tasty from the Wine Bar Kitchen. Walk in or
reserve a table and let your weekend soundtrack come with a
splash of red—or rose.

Chaos reigns in Room 207 in Miss Nelson Is Missing, landing at
the Little Theatre at Centenary University from February 12-15,
2026. When sweet, patient Miss Nelson vanishes and the
terrifyingly strict Viola Swamp takes over, the kids quickly learn
that homework mountains are no joke—and maybe they didn't
appreciate their teacher enough. Packed with laughs, heart, and
catchy tunes, this family-friendly favorite is part of the Centenary
Stage Company’s Young Audience Series. Perfect for kids (and
grown-ups who remember spitballs), it's a playful reminder that
kindness—and good teachers—matter more than you think.

Engines blazing and ames ying, Hot Wheels Monster Trucks
Live: Glow-N-Fire 2026 Tour is rolling in with Mega Wrex™,
Tiger Shark™, Bone Shaker™, Bigfoot®, and even a
re-breathing, car-crushing dino—plus the all-new Rhinomite
charging straight into the action. Expect monster trucks, FMX
riders pulling wild stunts, and non-stop “did that just
happen?!” moments for the whole family. Want a
backstage-style thrill? Hit the Pre-Show Party for up-close
truck views, games, and giveaways before the engines roar.
Grab tickets via Ticketmaster or the box o ce and catch a
show onFeb 13 (7:30-9:30 PM), Feb 14 (12-2 PM or 7-9 PM),
or Feb 15 (2:30-4:30 PM)—qgo big or go Hot Wheels.

Wedding bells are ringing (and so are the freebies!) at New Jersey’s
Biggest Winter Wedding Expo on February 8, from 12-4 PM.
Celebrating its 20th year, this can't-miss expo is perfect whether you're
just saying “we’re engaged!” or hunting down those last magical details.
Come hungry for inspo and samples, snag expo-only deals, and make it &
full-on wedding-planning hang with your favorite people. Best part? It's
happening at the New Jersey Convention and Exposition Center—and
it's totally free

Get ready for sticky ngers and big smiles—Happy Day Farm’'s
Maple Festival is back in 2026! Swing by on select dates in late
February and March for a sweet outdoor adventure featuring

guided maple tours, a tractor ride to the sugar bush, farm

animals, bubbles, and even a wooden train (yes, really). Tickets
are $18 per person at the door and include the tractor ride and
tour—just dress for the weather and arrive early for your time
slot. Bonus points for Scouts: troop discounts are available with
advance reservations, so it's basically learning... but with syrup.
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